
. national intelligences.

a MILITARY PLEBISC1TUM.

It will be .emcmbereTb, ever, reader that the

present Emperor of the Freoeh submitted to be

people of France, in tbe year 1853,.be ,«.*>»
whether the, approved or not bi» over g
the Bepuhlio, whioh dated from the r.volot.on o

18-18. All who approved were invited to epoa
a ballot bearing the word "ye.;" all who dis¬
proved wero invited to deposit a ballot bearing I e

word "no." The people being thus .nmmoned,
the vote was offioially annonnoed as follows.

.. 7,439 216Voted yes 640,737Voted no
.

After the popnlar vote on the «mj> d «««, a

seoond plebisoitnnl wa» had on the question whether
Louis Napoleon should aasume the imperial ero

or not. The result of the " election" was thus offi-
otall y proclaimed: 3 V

7^4,189Votedye. &>3,11SVoted uo -
. . ,

It is on this bise that the present unpen*
dynasty of France rests for its popular ratification.

These precedents of the French Emperor have

just been domesticated in our own coun,ry, and

applied on a small scale to the people of ^r.olk,
¦where, as our readers are aware, tho mi itary com

mander has invited ail the oitiaens to vote on the

question whether they prefer to be governed »n

some things by their own munioipal authon tea,
or would rather be governed in all things by the

Will of the military commander. The terms of
this interesting problem are thus skated by ban.

Sheplky :
_

" Headquarter.
» special Order* No. 60..Many loyal cit zeuaot Nor-

folk bavm^reprtaenUd to ibo mihur, ,utb.r,t.. in «...iafnavtm n> that they do not deaire a conUnuauoe of the

mfu'-oii-al government that has heretofore been recoguised
Comm«4.o« O.ner.l, it h« b»eu d.t.ra,t^ b.lur,

anv filinl action ia takeu upon these petitions to take an ex

predion of the preference of the sitirens tbemeelvesat the

P°»"6n the day rf the eunuing municipal election mthecity
nf Norfolk a poll will be opened at the several place*aid ..pirate ballot box,, will be krpt open <«".«SKm ,f »ot,o«. «b.eb ...tor. ma,
lots 4 vee' or no,'upon the following question. lntse

in favor of continuing the present f'-rm of municipal goinriS the e'ai.t n.; of will
vote ' yea ' Iho.e oppoaed to it will Vote no.

The great rcspect shown by Gen. Shcpley for the

"preference of the citweni themselves" in a mat¬

ter purely concerning their municipal government,
»nd his willingness to dispense with the latter if

the people desire, revives the best traditions of
*

what Dr. Lieber calls " imperatorial democracy."
In a new edition of his work on « Civil Liberty
.nd Self-government" he will have an excellent

opportunity of showing that military commanders
in the United States can " loyally " adopt the
game institutes of authority which he finds wor¬

thy of condemnation in the present Emperor of
the French. The question, as far as it relates to

tbe city of Norfolk, is thus considered by one of
our Administration contemporaries, the St. Louis
Union. It Bays:
'

» As roost of tbe voters will be amongst the soldiers, sut¬
ler* and hangers-»n of tbe arroy, a large portion of th-, citi¬
zens having been disfranchised by rebellious acts or mill
urv orders it should not be a matter of much con.-quei.oe
whether they vote to be governed by Mayors or

Constables or Corporals ; but thr pnneiple itatif is rather
aino-.eUy, which doubtless originated in the prolific brain
of the department oommauder. It simply amounts1.
that when a municipal or fctat* government becomes offen
live to a department commander on account of its ©oldueas
or tukewarmneas, be can get up an election am. ng.t his
soldiers, and those who can be influenced by the sharp ar-

onment of steel bayoneU, to squelch the *bole concern

Sid thus reduce the city, district, or State to a system of

to populariae m.MUl law-.-
brina into action, by popular votes, a system that has
hitherto been inaugurate/, not so much by the expressed
will of the people, as ' by force ai;d arms It serves an

admirable purpose in shifting responsibility from civil and
military . fficer., and fixing it upon the people themselves.
It reconciles the d.spute as to prerogative in this matterbliw,en the President and Congress, and bring.it directly
back to fitst principles.the undoubted sovereignty of the
nfx.ole It cives a man an opportunity to choose whetherEi. moral diseases shall be cured by hem* administered in
the old »tyle by a jury of his peers, altera long diagnosis of
the case or by leaden pills at tbe hands ot a regimental
provost, in obedience to a abort drum-bead instigation,ft leaves him no ground for complaint either, for when hewak". up soroe morning, after a night's debauch, in which
he cab bled drunken treason, and finds himself kneel,ng inJ® J, of twelve loadtd muskets sll pointed at his breast, be
knows that by his vote he bas moulded the bullet that will
pierce his brain. .

«" So the struck eagle, stretcbsd upon tbe plain,
No more ibrouph rolling eloods to roar again,
Viewed bis oVd 'eathar on the fatal dart.
Which winged the shaft that quivered in his heart.

« In fact there are several points tojtb.s matter that have
onite a favorable look. Although we are opposed to
?Rtate suicide,' we know of no buman law to punish a

n for killii s irmself. Still, as we are opposed to ' ban-
Tari' as a geneial principle, we think we stould vote foreiil government, unless »e should be pricked into a vol-
notary ballot on the other side."
The " election" ordered to be had on the ques¬

tion submitted by Gen. Shepleyhas been held, and
the result is thus officially announced by his mili¬

tary eupeiior, Gen. Butler. We quote from a

General Order dated " Headquarters Department
Virginia and North Carolina, in the Field, June
30th, 1&64

.. T h* 1< val citisens of Norfolk determined, with a una-

n,m.v almost unrxao pled, by a vote of thrkk hi'SDrkd
D n hihty to mitekn, sgairst tbe further trial of the

^enmed of a municipal government which gave as re¬

sults to them only taxes and salaried « fficers, Without any

observed tbattbis vote waa more than three
v-. - ** - wut2:at-srritio'rmX1 ofthisvote were attempted tobeca.tb,,^rea ad narties and proclamation was made that the adbe-renta^ Mid salaried officers of the restored government
atould not vote upon tbe question submitted. Yet that t
was an ov^iwheltning «xpre«*ioo ofthr "P1"10" i f!he cTens is seen from the fact that three hundred and fifty votes
ware cast upon the questions, while only one buudre-d and
Dine wrie caat by all pariiea lur their respective candidates
to fill tbe several civil offioes
"Now, a* th«re mere at Wast two sets of candidates

voted "or, containing a list of some forty-five officers who
would have place in the civil government in each set, it
would seem that but twenty votes were caat for citj offi¬
cers except by those who were interested in being eiect-

Mtumitig always that the men running for office in a

rtitv vote for each other.'
It is tbe duty and province of the Government of tbe

TTmitfH Htatea to afford protection to all ita cititena in the
manner most« ffectual and benefielal to them. and. so far
a. e nsiatent with tbe Constitution and laws, in auch man

.K^aj . and all experience has ahown that, in"'"jss^atoof society, incident upon a state ol. disorga. . j| wftr R niiliUry g vernment, pro-peVlyadmZter. d afford, the best protection to property.

Whether tb»t military government ha. been properlyVViifiner »¦ '

Norfolk, during tbe two year.
and Especial Ij wt.e

^ sLi militarv covernuient has been properly admins-th^r that military g
m.uths, and ba. aecured tbeS* ,b*ci""Nu"

folk, .t I. Ml ^r.pot.a "P"« lb.'

That an att«»pt. W
, .. ^Lr~, -n'd power under any suppoaed city election,civil office an p ^ environs, must cease,within tbe city of Norfolk

U) civi, ( .

fhMto elesUo'n.^nd tboae heretofore elected to mu-icipalSel. .fno! t'i rebellion, must no longer attempt tooffices since
d . Rny pretence or attempt«rr Z mtiUn C a! Norfolk will ,«. to

It ha» tees htratofora supposed lb our country
that when the civil authority «u elthor partially or

wholly (subverted by the military, it was done under
the pressure of a oonoeived "military necessity, and

for reasons purely military in their nature and

motive. The case of Norfolk is, we believe, the only
one in which the military commander has assumed
to make the overthrow of the oivil authority de¬

pend, not upo.i military considerations, but upon
aa assumed expression of the popular will, pro¬
cured under military regimen. It is a sad spectacle
when the orderly forms and prooesses of oivil gov¬
ernment aie temporarily suspended by lawful

authority in a lawful way, as in the case of Ken¬

tucky, placed this day under martial law by pro¬

clamation of the President; but this is a military
act, which has " military necessity" to plead in ita

justification. The proceeding of Gen. Shepley
implies that the people oan rightfully dispossess
themselves of their lawful oivil government, and

place themselves in the hands of a military ruler,
to be governed henceforth at his discretion. And
it further implies that a military governor oan ab¬

sorb in his singlo person all the functions of the
civil authority, not only when and where a "mili¬

tary necessity" may seem to constrain such a step,
but whenever and wherever he can prooure from

the people an assent, real or forced, to the exer¬

cise of unlimited power over their lives and pro¬

perty.
*

.

RESIGNATION OF SECRETARY CHA8E.

We have to announce to our readers that the

Hon. Salmon P. Chase, the Secretary of the Trea¬

sury, yesterday resigned his office, and, his resigna¬
tion having been accepted by the President, he has

retired from the conduot of the Treasury Depart¬
ment.

This announcement, we are sure, will be received

by the country with equal surprise and regret, for

whatever differences may obtain with rrgard to the
financial system which has been inaugurated under
the administration of Mr. Chase, it will not be

denied by any that he has brought to the discharge
of his duties the high; st capaoity and the purest per¬
sonal integrity. It is known that yesterday was the
termination of the fisoal year for 1863-4, and Mr.

Chase has therefore been able to close the adminis¬
tration of his office with the close of the year. It

was supposed by many that he would have resigned
his place in the Government on the restoration of

Gen. Blair to his command in the army, but it was

replied by his friends that he oould cot with pro¬
priety do so at that timo, when his official condtfct
was just put on trial before a committee of Con¬

gress. ,

The country is not yet officially appriaed of the

immediate considerations of publjo duty which have
constrained Mr. Chase to take the step thus an¬

nounced. But we believe, we run no risk of
misstatement when we say that this determination
was brought about by a difference of opinion be¬
tween the President and the Secretary with regard
to the appointment of certain officers oonneoted
with the "Treasury Department, and particularly of
the leading financial officer of the Government
in the city of New York, where the Seoretary
deemed it of especial importance to securo the
servicca of an officer who should be selected on the

ground of financial qualifications rather than in de¬
ference to considerations of political interest. It

may also be proper to add that the Seoretary was

perhaps partially influenced in arriving at his de¬
termination by the apparent reluctance of the
Committee of Ways and Means in the House of

Representatives to authorize the additional taxa¬

tion which he deemed no more than adequate to meet

the cxigcncies of the Government for the ensuing
fiscal year.

Our readers arc aware that it has not been in our

power to concur in opinion with the distinguished
Secretary on some of the fundamental measures of
his policy, and among suoh measures wc may spe¬
cially indicate the legislation impressing on Treasury
noten the quality of legal-tenders. But after his

policy was deliberately adopted by Congress and

accepted by the country we felt it our duty to give
ail possible support to those subsidiary measured of

legislation on whioh the eucccss of the system was

seen to bo dependent. And we were the more

encoutagcd to do so by the rare financial skill

which, as wc conceived, Mr. Cha«e has brought to

tin) perfoimancc of duties moro responsible, vexa¬

tious, atd exacting than were ever before laid on

the shoulders of any minister of finance in ancient
or modern times. 1 he demands made upon the
Federal Trcasuiy by the expenditures of the war

have been prodigal without precedent in the his¬

tory of nations, and have far tranBoendcd the ex¬

pectations of the country or of the Secretary him-
¦alf at the beginning of the war. Yet theso ever¬

growing and never relaxing demands have been met

by the Secretary with a fertility of resouroc which,
in sorely taxing his ingenuity, has demonstrated
his financial ability and tkill. It is easy for those
who question the soundness of lus whole financial

system to trace all the difficulties of the present
financial situation 4o what they may deem the
radical vice of that system, but it is only just to

say that the exactions made on the financial sys¬
tem of Mr. ChAbK by the extravagance of our

military expenditures, and by the unexpected
length of the war, have been enough to break
down aty system, however sound in its basis, or

however capably administered. Our only wonder
is that the Secretary has so long been able to make
face against the e ver-accumulating mass of indebt¬
edness entailed by obligations in the assumption of
which, to the amount of tens of millions, he has some¬

times not even been consulted by his colleagues in
the Government, but for the payment of which he
was expected to provide.

MR. CHASE'S SUCCESSOR.

We understand that the President has nomi¬
nated Ex-Governor David Ton, of Ohio, as the
successor, of Mr. Chase in tho administration of
the Treasury Department in tho present crisis,
which more than ever demands financial capaoity
and experience in the incumbent of this most diffi-
oult and responsible post. We arc not apprized
of the peculiar qualifications he brings to the duties
of tho position, though if wo may judge from
our knowledge of his political antecedents, we

might deem it safe to augur that, in nominating
him to suooeed Mr. Chase, the President con¬

templates a radioal departure from tho "paper
money" system of his late Chanoollor of the

Xsihoquar Bi.GoT«rnor Tod, m an old D«»°-
oral, I. well known for th. .«*^naoity with which he ha. untforn y rests*J*
any thing but a metallic currency, and he carries

his opposition to « paper money" bo far .hat on one

oooaeion, when the comparative virtues of t us

species of currency and of hard money tere under

discussion in Ohio, he solemnly announced that i

there were not gold and silver enough to furnish a

circulating medium for the country he would pre
fer to melt down all the iron pots in the land and

ooin them into " hard money" rather than to make

money of any thing that was not metallic. And it

is in recognition o"f this determined preference of

.his for a metallic currenoy, however bas«, that he is

populirly known in Ohio as " pot-metai David I od.

It remains to be seen whether, on assuming the duties
of his offioe, he will disoard the " paper money
of Mr. Chaso and give us a " hard mpney" like

that which was current among the Spartans in

the days of Lycurgus. If the war ihould last
three years longt-r at its present rate cf expen 1

tures, and if Mr. Secretary Tod, in his addiction to

a "metallic currency," should insist on defraying
its expenses in pot-metal, it is at least safe to say
that his administration of the Treasury Depait.
ment, however economical, will bo attended with a

considerable rise in the price of culinary utensils.
P. 8. After writing as above, we learned at a

late hour last nig'it that Mr. Tod, whils his nomi¬
nation is yet pending in the Senate, has, by tele¬

graph, declined the proffered honor, and the coun¬

try will therefore lose the opportunity of testing
the novel virtues of a ferruginous currency under
his administration. It remains to be seen upon
whom the second choioe of the President will fall
for this most difficult position.

THE NEW ENROLMENT ACT.

Aa act further to regulate and proy.de fcr theeDroliiug
and calling out the national forces, and for other pur
ponea.
Be it enacted by the 8enmte and House of ieprcsentatives

of the United States of America in Longr.ss assembled,
That the President o! the Unit-d State* nay, at his dis¬
cretion, at any tim* hereafter call for any lumber of men

as vo'uriteers for the respective terras of one, two, and
three jeari for unitary service; and any iuoh
or in caae of draft, as hereinafter provided.any substitute,
thall be credited to the town, township, ward of a city,
precinct, or election district, or of a coun* not so subdi
vided, towaids thequoU of which ha uiay lave volunteer¬ed or erased* a eubstitnte; and every vounteer who u

accepted and mustered into the Bervice for 4 term of one

vear, unless sooner discharged, shall leeeivi, and be paid
by the United States, a bouuty of one hindred dollara;
and if for a term of two years, unless «< one| discharged, »

bounty of two hundred dollars; and if for aterm of three
years, unless sooner ditcharged, a bouuty oftbree hundred
dollars; one third of which bouuty shall be jaid to the sol¬
dier at the time of his being ^ustered iul» the aervioe,
one third at the expiration of one-half of hs term ot ser¬

vice and one-third at the expiration of his brm of service.
And in case of bis death while in eei viee the residue of
bit bouDtv unpaid tball be paid to bit wid)w, if be ehall
have left a widow; if not, to his children,ar if there be
none, to hia mother, if she b« a widow.

Sec 8. And be itfurther unacted, That in case the quota,
or any part thereol, ot any town, township, ward of a city,
precinct, or electiou district, or of any eouity not so sub¬
divided, thall not be filled within the space of sixty days
af.er such cell, tfcen the President aball imuediately order
a draft for one year to fill «uch quota, or any part thereof,
which may be unfilled; and in case of any such draft uo

payment of money shall be accepted or received by the
Government as «,angulation to release aiy enrolled or
drafted man from personal obligation to perform military
**Sec*3 And be U further enacted. That it shall be law*
ful for the Executive of any of the States t> send reeruit-
iDg agents into any of the States declaied >o be itf rebel¬
lion, except the States of Arkansas, Tenuewee, and Loui¬
siana to recruit volunteers under any call under tb« pro-
visrona ot this act, who shall be cr dited to the t>tate, aud
to the respective subdivisions tbtreof, which may procure
the enlistment
See A And be it further enacted, That drafted men,

substitutes, and volunteeers, when muitered in, aball be
organised into or assigned to reg.menta, batteries, or other
organisations of their own States, and, as tar aa practioa-
ble shall when assigned, be permitted to select their own
regiments, batteries, or other organisations from among
those of their respective States which at the time of as
fienmeut not be filled to their maximum number.

S-C 5 And be it further enacttd, That the tweutieth
section of the act entitled " Au act to amend an act enti-
tied an aot /or enrolling and calling out the national foroes,
and for other purposes," approved February twenty four,
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, shall be construed to
menu that the Secretary ot War shall discharge minors
under the age of eighteen years under the cirsumatano-s
and on the conditions prescribed in said section; and here¬
after if any officer of the United States shall enlist or
muster into the military service any person under the age
ot sixteen years, with or without the consent of hi. parent
or guardian, such person so enlisted or reeruit'd shall be
immediately distbargel upon payment of all bounties re¬
ceived- and such recruiting or mustering officer who shall
knowingly enlist any person under sixteen years of-age
shall be dismissed the service, with forfeiture of all pay
a> d allowances, aud shall be subj-ct to such further puo-
nbment as a ernrt-martial may direct
bee 6 And be it further enacttd, That seeJon three

of an act entitled " An act to amend an act entitled an
act for enrolling and calling out the national forees, and
for other purposes," approved February twenty-four, eigh¬
teen huudred and sixtj-fonr, be and the same is hereby
amended, so as to authorise and direct district provost
marshals, under the direction of the Provost Marshal Gene¬
ral to make a draft for one hundred per centum in addition
to ihe number required to fill the quota of any district as

provided by sa d section.
,Sec. 7. And be U further enacted, That instead of travel¬

ling p»y. all drafted per««ns reporting at the place of ren-
deivous shall be alloweJ transportation from their places
of residence ; and persons discharged at the place of ren-
d'svmis ahall be allowed transpor.ation to their places of

'"sec"^ And be it further enacted, That all persons in the
naval service of the United Stat-s who have entered said
service daring the present rebellion, who have not been
credited t<> the quota of any town, distiict, ward, or State,
by reason of their being in »aid service and not enrolled
prior to February twenty fourth, eighteen hundred and
sixty four, shall be enrolled and credited to the quotas of
the town, ward, district, or State, in which tbey respoo
tivety reside, upon satisfactory proof of their residence
made to the S- cretary ot War.

Sec. 9. And be it further enartrd, That, if any person
duly draf ed shall bo absent from home in prosecution of
hia usual busineas, the provnst marshal of the district ahall
cause him to be duly notified as soon as may be, and be shall
not be deemed a deserter, nor liable as aucb, untH notice
has b-en given to him, and reasonable time allowed far
him to re urn and report to the provost marsbsl of his
district; bnt aucb absence shall not otherwise affeot his
liability under this aet
8ec 10 And be it further enacted, That nothng eon-

taiw d <n tl is act shall be construed to alter or id any way
affect the provisions of the seventeenth section of an set
approved February twenty-fourth, eighteenth hnndred and
«lxty four, entitled an act to amend an act enti led " An
act for enrolling and calling out the national forces, and
fpr other purpose a," approved March third, eighteen hun¬
dred and sixty three

See. II And be it further enaetsd, That nothing .re¬
tained' in this act shall be construed to alter or change the
provisions of existing laws relative to permitting persons
liable to military service to furnish substitutes.
Approved, July 4, 18f>4.

DEATH OF GEN. TAYLOR

Brig. Gen. Joseph P. Tayi.or, Commissary General of
Subsistence of the United States army, ded in this city
on Wednesday. Gen. Tsylor wai a younger brother of the
late Maj. Gen. and President Zachary Taylor. He en¬

tered tie military snrvioe of the United States as third
lieutenant of ths 2^th infantry in 1813, and acted in the
subsistence department for most of the time thereafter
until 1«*9, when he was appointed a captain. He wsa

promoted major of subsistence in 1838, and lieutenant
colonel in 1841, and on the death or Brevet Maj Gen-
George Gibson, late commissary general of subsistence, he
succeeied that officer with the rank of colonel. Under
the set of February 9, 1863, providing for the addition of
a brigadier general to the subsistence department, Col.
Taylor was selected for that position. The deceased
officer waa diatinguished by tba sterling qualities of .

¦«,Idier and gentleman which marked the character of his
illustrious brother.

O K If t C I A t<

By the Pretident of the United Slate*
of America.

A PROCLAMATION.

W hikeah, by a proclamation whioh *A issued
on the 15th day of April, 1861, the President of
the United States announoed and dcolared that the
laws of the United States had been for some time

past, and then were, opposed and the execution
thereof obstructed, iu certain States thereia men¬

tioned, by combinations too powerful to be sup¬
pressed by the ordinary oourse of judicial proceed¬
ings, or by the powers Tested in the Marshals by
law;
And whereas, immediately after the issuing of

the said proclamation, the land and naval foroes of
the United States were put into activity to sup¬
press the said insurrection and rebellion;
And whereas the Congress of the United States,

by an act approved on the 3d day of March, 1863,
did enact that during the said rebellion the Presi¬
dent of the United States, whenever in his judg¬
ment the publio safety may require it, is authorized
to suspend the piivifcgo of the writ of habeas

oorpus in any case throughout the United States,
or in any part thereof; -

*

And whereas the Baid insurrection and rebellion
still continue, endangering the existence of the
Constitution and Government of the United States;
And whereas the military foroes of the United

States are now aotively engaged in suppressing
the said insurrection and rebellion in various parts
of the States where the said rebellion Ins been
successful in obstructing the laws and publio authori¬
ties, * especially in the States of Virginia and

Georgia;
And whereas, on the fifteenth day of September

last, the President of the United States duly issued
his proclamation, wherein he declared that the

privilege of the writ of habeas oorpus should be

suspended throughout the United States in the
oases where, by the authority of the President of
the United States, military, naval, and civil offioers
of the United States, or any of them, hold persons
under their command or in their custody, either as

prisoners of war, spies, or aiders or abettors of the

enemy, or officers, soldiers, or seamen enrolled or

drafted or mustered or enlisted in or belonging to

the land or naval forces of the United States or as

deserters therefrom, or otherwise amenable to mili¬

tary law or the Rules and Artioles of War, or the
rules or regulations prescribed for the military or

naval service by authority of-the President of the
United States, or for resisting a draft, or for any
other offence against the military or naval service;
And wheread many citizens of tho State of Ken¬

tucky have joined the foroes of the insurgents, and
such insurgents have on several ocoasions entered
the said State of Kentucky in large force, and, not
without aid and comfort furnished by disaffected
and disloyal oitizens of the United States residing
therein, have not only greatly disturbed the public
peaoe, but have overborne the oivil authorities and
made flagrant oivil war, destroying property and
life in various parts of that State;
And whereas it has been made known to the

Presideut of the United States by the offioers com¬

manding tho Dibioml armies that combinations
have been formed in the said State of Kentuoky
with a purpose of inciting rebel" foroes to renew

the said operations of civil war within the said
State, and thereby to eftbarrass the United States
armies now operating in tho said States of Virginia
and Georgia, and even to endanger their safety:
Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, Presi¬

dent of the United States, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and laws, do
Hereby dcclare that, in my judgment, the public
safety especially requires that the suspension of
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, so pro-
claimed in Jthe said proclamation of the 15th of

September, 1863, be made effectual and be duly
enforced in and throughout the said State of Ken¬

tucky, and that martial law be for the present
established therein. I do, therefore, hereby re¬

quire of the military officers in the said State that
the privileges of the writ of habeas corpus be
effectually suspended within the taid 8tate, accord¬
ing to the aforesaid proclamation, and that martial
law be established therein, to take effect from the
date of this proclamation, the taid suspension and
establishment of martial law to continue until this
proclamation shall bo revoked or modified, but
not beyond the pericd when the said rebellion
khall have been suppressed or oonae to an end.
And I do hereby require and oemmand, as well
all military cfficors as all civil offioers and authori¬
ties existing or found within the said State of Ken¬

tucky, to take notice of this proclamation and to

give full effect to the same.

The martial law herein proclaimed, and the
things in that respect herein ordered, will not be
deemed or taken to interfere with the holding of
lawful elections, or with the proceedings of the
constitutional Legis'a'.ure of Kentucky, or with the
administration of justioe in the courts of law ex¬

isting therein between citizens of the United States
in suits cr proceedings which do not affeot the
military operations or the constituted authorities of
the Government of the United States.

In tratimony whereof, I have hereunto let my band aod
ratiied the »»>al of the United State* to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington tbia fifth day of July,
in tke year of our Lord, one tbouaand eight

[L. ft.] hundred and sixty-four, and of the Icdrpendenoe
of the United Btatei the eighty-ninth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
By the President:

William H. Pf.ward,
Secretary of State.

BILLS 8IONED.
We learn that all the bills passed at the session

of Congress just closed reoeived the signature of
the President of the United States, with the ex¬

ception of that providing republican government
for States overthrown or usurped by rebellion.
This bill was originally reported by the Hon.
Henrt Winter Dayis, of Maryland, from the
select oommittcc to which was referred so muoh of
tho President's annual message as related to the
reconstruction of States. It was amended by the
House, so as to require a majority of the people to
engage in the work of rcoonstruotion, ctc., and was

passed in that form by the t-enate. .

The bill of much interest to many of our eitisons,
regulating proceedings in oases of landlords and
tenants, has become a law, and also the bill appro-
priating one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for
the oompletion of the Washington Aqneduot.

THE WAK IN VIRGINIA.
L)K8Th UOTION OF THB ENEMY'S RAILROADS.

A BATTLE WITH OUB CAVALBY.

Special Despatch to the Neio York Tribune
Headquarters Akmy or the Potomac,

Wednesday, June 29.10 P. M
At length, Wilsou's cavalry expedition, which m»rched

oine day* sgo with the purpose of destroying the Danville
ra lroad, has been heard from through other thau rebel
sources.

Cept. Wbittaker, of Wilaon'a staff, with an eacort of
forty men, left the head of the returning column at Reams a

Station, on the Weldon railroad, fifteen miles below Pe-

teraburg, early-thia morning, and reached Meade'* head-

quartera at 11 A. M. He alaahed bia way throuft a co¬

lumn of rebel infantry, which waa moving down to inter¬

cept our oavalry, loaing in the daah twenty-five of hia forly,
but he got through.

Wilaon'a command conaiata of hia own and Kautr's divi-
aiona. Not halting on the way oat to more than tempore
rily break the Weldon road* which he did at Reams'g Sta¬

tion, he moved rapidly fo Burkaville, tbe interaction of
the Danville aud Riehmondand the Petersburg aDd Lynch¬
burg roads thirty milea from Richmond.
Then oommenced tbe work of destruction with all tbe

might of thouianda of active men. Up to this time he
met but little opposition. With headquarters at Burkv
ville, be dispatched commands in each of tbe four drec-
tiona where lay* railroad* I< thia way, on l hi Danville
road he burned bridges forty miles apart, and thoroughly
destroyei, to the burning of every tie and twi*tirg of
eveiy rail, some twen y miles between. On the Peters¬
burg and Lynchburg road he utterly destroyed thirty
miles, and fired bridges outside of that distance.
Having effected the object of hia raid, be now looked

out for his lines of retreat, already threatened by
gathering rebels. He turned to c me back. He m<-t
skirmishing, right, lett, front, rear, but nothing not eisiiy
ridden through until last night at Stony Creek, on the
Weldon road, eighteen miles below bere. There the enemy
had concentrated in bis front, and themselves aitaoked late
in the afternoon, and a severe engagement ensued, lasting
into tbe night. He met the same foroe that had beeu
dealing with Sheridan north of Richmond. The result
does not setm to have been very decisive, although the
losses a .stained and inflicted were large During last
night he turned the enemy's flank, com ng in between him
aud Petersburg, preferring that to the otber flank, aud a

longer march. S<> far as the foroe be had been fighting is
concerned, the move seems to have been successful He
eluded it, and would have reached our lines by noon, but
for the rebel infantry column which Cant. Whittiker dis¬
covered Bnd rode through. What tew plan he adapted on

meeting this r ew element in the problem of his return.
whether he decided to halt and withstand an attack, or

mirch back en the path he had com*.ii not known.
Whittaker bad scarcely reported when Gen. Meade

ordered tbe Sixth Corps, the nearest, to tnaroh to Wilson's
support, as an offset to the rebel iufaotry; and *ucb of
Sheridan's oavalry as had come up frojfl Windmill Point,
wbere it crossed tbe James, were also ordered to hasten
in the same direction. The Sixth Corp < marched early in

the afternoon, divested of all impediments, stripped for
marching and fighting.
Suoh is the situation as far as heard from, but tbe colli¬

sion has doubtless already been precipitated. We shall
bear from it to-morrow, Qen. Wilson waa entrusted with
an exceedingly important mission. He has accomplished
it, and he can afford large loss on his return, and still the
raid will be a glorious tbicg When the Danville road
was completed two months ago, tbe Riobmond papers pro¬
nounced it worth more than a victory. By a parity of
reasoning, the loss of it is worse than a defeat.
Gee. Hancook, ob resuming command of his corps to¬

day, issned a long special order, reviewing the achieve¬
ments of the old Second, referring to tbe disaster ot last
week in terms of rebuke which might be construed as a

rt flection upon tbe way the men were bandied, rather than
upon the men. and finally stirring them with breathing
thoughts and burning words to still grander deeds. By
request I refrain from sending it for publication.
The Petersburg Register of yesterday is lugubriously

facetious over coucfcology. states that every body in the
city is learning the art of dodging Staid and respectable
oitisens dodge into the houses of utter strangers, and pene¬
trate even to the oellars without even saying " by your
leave."

Baldy Smith has dropped a shell iuto Petersburg every
fifteen minutes the last three days. A deserter reports
that several struck the market-hous** yesterday, that the
rebel poonton bridge was destroyed by tbem, and that
number* are killed every dsy. Smfth silenced two rebel
ba'teries across the Appomatox yesterday, but thia tnoro-

ing tbey disclose two others iu position, which he cannot
react!.
The casualties from sharpshooters are twenty-five a day

in the Eighteenth Corps aud as many in the Ninth. Tbe
other corps maintain an informal truce. Lee has but thirty-
five thousand men in our front. The rebels are now o«m-

seriptmg between the agea of seventeen and fifty; hitherto
only between eighteen and forty five.

Correspondence of the Associated Press.
Headquarters Army op the Potomac,

June 29.4 P M.
Wilson, with his cavalry command, is nearReams's Sta¬

tion, on the Weldon railroad, returning from his raid at
the point named, which is about eight miles from here.
The main body of the enemy's oavalry are said to be ob¬
structing his progress and eDdeavering to prevent him from
forming a Junotion with the rest of the army. Sheridan
has been sect for to come to his assistance with tbe other
two diviaions of the cavalry corps, and, pending his arrival,
the Sixth Corps has left its position on the left, and has
gone on tbe same errand.
While these events are progressing on our side, a column

of the enemy, comprising about eighteen regimeuts, is ob¬
served moving down west f the Weldon railroad. Tbey
may b^ making for Baams's Station, in which caae a colli¬
sion is likely to occur betweeo them and Geu. Wright's
Corpa, or possibly they may make an attack on onr left,
when the Second Corpa will have to bear the brunt of
their assault Gen BaDcock, who has just resumed com¬
mand of his corps, is making all neoessary preparations for
such an event, and will not be taken by surprise. «

It is said that Wilson succeeded in destroying forty
miles ol railroad. Lest night be w«s at Stony Grove, aouth
ot Stony Creek, a branch of tbe Nottaway river, and on

attempting to cross found his passage opposed by tbe ene¬

my He then sent Eautt's division westward to cross the
stream higher up and tben make for the railroad Dear
Reams'a station, in which vioinity I understand the entire
command now is
Two prisoners brought in to day report that Finnegan's

brigade, of McHone'sdivision, now attached to Hill'scorps,
'was badly beaten last night by Wilson, being repulsed
rfith severe loss in three successive obsrges made by them
This must have been at Stony Creek. The frankness with
wfcich tbe men admitted their defeat indioated that tbey
eiperienced no very serious regret or mortification thereat
In faot tbey seemed to rather enjoy the narration of it.
The brigade to which they belooged formed a part of the
rebel force opposed to us in the battle of Olustee.
Up to this hour it has been very quiet in front to-day,

but it is probable that this state ol things will s^prtly be
interrupted.

Special Dupatch in ike New York Tribune.
Headquarter* Army or the Potomac,

Thursday, June 30, 1604.
All intereat centre* in the oavaliy.the return of the

Wilton and Kauts expedition* from the minion of destruc¬
tion which it wrought upon the Danville and Richmond
railroad.
Kauti got in to-day. Hia loaa does not exc3ed three

hundred and fifty. Wilaon baa not been hfard from aioce
hia ataff officer out through yesterday, nor ia Might known
of the operation* of the Sixth Corp*, aave that it started
on a forced march to hia relief.
Kauti broke through dense wrode, abandoning four gun*

and hi* abort train. The bridle path* which, through per
feet familiarity with the eoantry, he wn able to follow,
would not permit the pasargs of theae. Hi* men return
utterly fagged out. The exceaaive heat of the last week
contributed largely to their present pitiable condition
Day before yeaterday men on the akirmith line, while fight¬
ing, fell «a!eep in their aaddlea.

I ju*t learn that the oainaon* of Fitibugh'* battery, the
only gun* Wil»on h*d with him, have rome on through.
Tbi* implie* that the gon* are loat. WiltWt will dinen-
ttngle himself, unle** the exhauation of the men shall pre¬
vent marching. £v«n in that case it ia hoped that he will
b« able to suatft<n him*elf until the arrival of Wright's
Sixth Corp*, aince *t la*t account* he wai near Kenrnt'o
Ntation, but nine mile* from Wrigbt'a point of itsrting at
8 P. ftf. yeaterday.
The damage inflicted upon the enemy appear* to be e*en

greater than I »uppo*ed when writing last nigb. It in-
clnde* the destruction of immense aupplie*, »«w mill*, Ac.
The gnn* in the fight at Stony Creek night before la*t

were plainly heard in tbi* *rmy, and it was known it
could be nothing el*e than Wilaon fighting bit way back.
No meana were taken to aecert»in whether nuccor waa
needed. Hundred* of negroe* who had fallen in with the
command have probably been rettken.
Wen Smith made a demonstration frrm hi* front to day,

but withdrew within hia work* on discovering that by the
miatake of a brigade oommander, in marohing hi* men by
an obaerved road, the enemy had seen the movement in
tine to oppose it with concentration. The loaa eaatained

«u St. aithba«h tbs demonstration wakened all tileaMy*
artillery, Horn la uuiab«r. at that point.Tbe Sanitary Commission U beginning to dlitribut* larga
quantities of vegetables.aourkrout, ouiuas, and dried
apples. The soldiers in the trenches are out of tobaceo.
and I bo time hanga more heavily tbau ever. I commend
the waot to tbe Commistion's notice. No rain yet.

LATE OPERATIONS NKA.R LYNCHBURG.

RKBEL ACCOUNTS.

From the Richmond Enquirer of June Jl4tk.
We received yeaterday Lynchburg papers, the first we

have seen for nearly two wecki. We make, from the
oolumua of tbe " Virginian," the following interesting ac¬
count of reoent operatioua of the armiea in that vioiuity :

APPROACH OP TUB ENEMY.
On Friday morning It waa ascertained that the enemybud approached within a few mile* of tbe city, and in tbe

afternoon tbe booming of artillery wai heard on the Lynoh-
burg and Salem turnpike road, near the old Quaker cbnrcb,
about three miles distant It was MoCauslaud, with some
of lmboden's cavalry, disputiog tbe further advanoe of th e
enemy. A guu on our side was disabled at this point,whicb, reported, had fallen into the hands of tbe foe.
Our troopa then fell further back

Aft* r tbe fight at the Quaker oburob on Friday after¬
noon further hostilities were turpended until Saturdaymorning, when, about soven o'clock, our batteries on the
Salens tui upike opened with an occasional shot. At eleven
o'clock precisely a fbrioua cannonading set in, and, mith
some brief intervals of sileucp, was continued until late in
the afternoon Occasionally the roll of musketry was heard
as an aocoinpanimeut to the deeper-toned thunders of ar¬
tillery.

REPULSE OP THE ENEMY.
Tbe line of battle extended from about half a mile above

the toll gate (two and a half miles from Lynchburg) on
the Lyncbburx and Salem turnpike, moving in a direoiiou
a little west of north. The distance embraced by tbe line
must be two aud a half to three miles. From the charao-
t»r of tbe ground over which the battle raged, it is impot¬
able to give any thing liku an acourate description of ail
the parti. Persons familiar with the topography of
Lynchburg aid its environs will readily understand this.
The whole country ia a succession of bills, gorges, and
streams.

Dr. E. H. Murrell, who was ia a good positiou to ob«
aerve a portion of the fight, has informed us that a batterystationed on Halsey's farm did great execution.. He dis¬
tinctly saw a lage body of cavalry, which he supposed to
be about four thousand, drawn up in line of battle inCapt.Barksdale's field, on tbe Forest road. They charged upi n
our fortifications with great spirit, yelling defiance aud at
the top ot tbeir voice*, which were borne to tbe pointwhere the Doctor stood conoealed. He beard them cry," Come out of yuur boles, you d rebels; we've got
you dow ! come out of your boles." When these infuria¬
ted wretches got within reach ot our grape and canister
our boys let fly a volley at them, whioh did terrjble execu¬
tion. Two volleys were poured into them, when they
broke and fled.
Tbe battle ended on Saturday afternoon, and the enemy

retreated in great haste on Saturday night. Had they re¬
mained until the next day we are satisfied, from the dir-i
positions made by General , that they would have
been captured. Their safety is not now an assured fact by
any means.
We rode over the battlefield on Sunday observing the

results of the previous day's work. On two or three con¬
tiguous fields, on the farms of Dr. Owen and John £ Lee,
we counted some forty odd dead Yankees who lay stiff and
stark, aud nude, a spectacle of horror. They bad been
denuded, it is said, by tbeir particular friends, gentlemen
of " African deeoent." Most of tbem were supposed to be
sharpshooters, who fell in advanoe of the enemy's lines,
and quite near to our rifle-pits and entrenchments. Fully
three-fourths of them were ahot through the heed, and
others through the heart, thus showing the accuracy of that
unerring aim whiob sent tbem to their last account. Some
of them were fierce looking heavily bearded cut-throats,
while a few wore smooth-laced boys. We noticed one
who seemed to be a stripling of scaroe seventeen summers.
On the left of tbe Salem turnpike, near tbe Quaker meet¬
ing house, we saw five graves. Tbe wooden boards plsced
at tbeir bead* stated tbat they were all killed on Friday,
the 17th. On tbe other side of the road a man was laid
out io a blanket with a piece of paper pinned on his breast
marked Robert J. Simpson, company I, 1st Virginia Light
Infantry.

THE PURSUIT OP HUNTER.
Hunter reached Liberty on his retreat on Sunday, about

two o'clock, our forces but a rhart distance behind. His
rear guard wai overtaken about two miles west of Liberty,
on tbe road to Buchauan, and a sharp skirmish ensued, in
wh oh we are reported to have captured about one hun¬
dred prisoners, besides killing and wounding several.
Last night it was reported, seemingly on good authority,
that the oolumn of tbe enemy retreating to tbe Fancy
Faiin road, made a atiud near Fancy Farm, seven miles
from Liberty, where our forces attacked them early yes¬
terday morning, and at 11 o'cloek, when oar informant
left ibe neighborhood of the field, all tbe aceouots were
highly favorable, and it was stated tbatwe had takeo seve¬
ral hundred prisoners, and were driviDg the enemy with
the prospect of making important csptures.

THE SOUTHS1DE RAILROAD.
Yesterday we mentioned tbat a raiding party of the

enemy's oavslry passed netr Campbell Conrt-Hou<e on
Saturday, moving io tbe direction of the Boutbside rail¬
road. This statement proved to be eorreet, and the en»mydergned to destroy the bridge aeros* Jain s river, six
milr's below town. They rt-acbed the vicmity of the
bridge, and boding it too heavily guarded to be success¬
fully attacked, they retreated without an assault, and re¬
joined the mato body of their forces some time on Sunday
m >rning, while on the retreat towards Liberty. Several
stragglers were picked up by our scouting parties snd
brought into town Sunday.

VIRGINIA AND TENNESSEE ROAD.
The damage done by the Yankees to the Virginia and

Tenneasee railroad, while not fally ascertained, is reported
to be very heavy. Besides tbe burniog of tbe bridges
across Big and Little Otter ri^rs and Elk creek, tbe track
ia said to be torn up for several miles, all the depots be¬
tween here and Big Lick have been burned, and the water
tanks destroyed. II there damages be oorrectly stated, it
will take some time to put the road in running order agsiu.

DESOLATION BY THE ENEMY
The scene of desolation and ruin in tbe neighborhood of

this city, near where the enemy made their line of battle,
is positively sppalling. The people were stripped of every
thing, fences were turn down, crops trampled up, and every
species rif vandalism that savsges oould think of wss prac¬
tised Hogs,sheep, cattle, poultry, were stolen and earned
off, and when not needed for food were wantonly slaugh¬
tered and left to rot on the grow d. Among others we
have beard of aa being thus brutally despoiled were Mrs.
Puindexter, Geo. Clay, Capt. Armistead, Dr. Floyd, aod
N W. Barks lale, on and near the Forest road ; and on tbe
Salem road, Samuel Miller, Major O. C. Hutt?r, and Dr.
W. Owen. There were also others, of wboae names we
have not been informed ; and along the entire line of tbe
enemy's march, a* far as we osn learn, the same scenes of
plunder aud robbery were enacted. * Capt. Paschal Baford
was stripped of every thing.cattle, borsea. hogs, pro¬
visoes, ifcc , all were taken ; and so with Capt W. M.
Smith, living near Lowry's, and all persons living on or
within reach of tbe road. At Liberty the case was tbe
same, aud there is araroely a family there who his a dast
of meal or a ration of bacon.

SINKING Or A STEAMSHIP AT SEA.'

NINETEEN LIVES L08T.

Oa the morning of the 8d intUnV, at on® o'clock, be-
twwn B»rnegat arid Abaecomho Light*, the ateamabip
Locust Point, Capt HofTman, which aailed from New York
on the 2d inatant for New Orient*, cime in oolliaion with
the ateauier Matanaaa, Capt. Leiagang, from New Orleana
for New York, cauaing the Locuat Point to aink io aeven

minute* in fourteen fathoma of water. The Mntansaa
atruck her amidehipa, cutting her ia two. Boata were im¬
mediately lowered from the Matanaaa, and, after remaining
around tho wreck until aix o'clock in the morning, »ue.
ceeded in aaving Capt. Hoffman and twelve of hi* crew,
and alao the following of the paaaengeri:

Capt. Bodfish, fl'ghtlr Injured ; Mra. Bortfiah, aerioualyinjured; Capt. W. U. Powera, Julee Baratillo, KylvanuaL» braue, Mra. Jane Brooka, Mra. K. Dalby, Felix Laron,Dr O. A. Blake, anl H Marka.
The Locuat Point had on hoard twenty three crew and

eighteen paarengera; the reaidue, nineteen in number,
muat have all been lout. Tbe Matansia had on board on*
hundred and forty aix aoula, and received no injuriea what¬
ever from the colliaion. The Loeuat Point and her cargo
aro a total loaa. No one aaved auy thing from the wreck.
Tbe paaaengera were all aaleep at the tim4.

Mr. Ihaac Daniri.*, the laat of the aoldiera of the Re¬
volution reaidVtg in the city of New York, died t»n Wed-
neaday, aged 109 yeara. He aerved in the Revolutionary
war under the immediate command of (Jen. Waahiriglon,and fought at the battlea of Monmouth, Tr&nton, and White
Plain*/ He alao aerved through the war of 1813.

Cropa in Canada are aufferlng froin drought, though theylook well in aome parta.
It appeara that Morgan haa carried out hia threat to

ahave tbe heada of priaonera taken in Kentucky. A lieu¬
tenant, captured at Mount Bterling, waa dnly «haved, in
retaliation for the tonaorial operationa upon Morgan and
hia ataff.


